Anti-bullying Alliance, 26 March 2010

Public Consultation on the Introduction of the Pupil and Parent Guarantees
Deadline: 6 April 2010
Response from the Anti-bullying Alliance
The Anti-bullying Alliance welcomes the introduction of the Pupil and Parent Guarantees. 
The Anti-bullying Alliance would like the description of the new complaints procedure to directly reference steps parents should take if they have a complaint about the safety of their child both in school and on the way to or from school (with direct reference to complaints related to bullying). 
The Anti-bullying Alliance welcomes the pupil guarantees that reference protection from bullying, and pupil consultation on the effectiveness of measures to prevent bullying (Guarantees 1.1, 1.2, 1.7).  

The Anti-bullying Alliance would like Guarantee 1.2: All schools have effective policies in place to prevent and tackle all forms of bullying, paragraph 41, to reference vulnerability of children to homophobic bullying, bullying related to race and religion, and sexist, sexual and transgender bullying as well as the current reference to bullying related to SEN and disabilities.
The Anti-bullying Alliance welcomes the parent guarantees around access to school behaviour policies, including the anti-bullying policy (Guarantee 6.7), parent participation in school governance (Guarantee 6.8), the importance of the views of parents on how well a school is performing (6.9 and 6.10), and parents understanding the expectation of them and their child and the consequences of not acting to support the school in addressing their child’s behaviour and attendance issues (7.4).   
The Anti-bullying Alliance would like to see direct reference to the provision of information about prevention and response to bullying under Guarantee 9.1, paragraph 374.  
The Anti-bullying Alliance would like to see an additional guarantee that relates to bullying and harassment.  This should include clear instructions on who parents should contact if they have concerns and any protocols they should follow. It should set out how schools will respond to concerns or complaints in relation to bullying and harassment (including bullying related to the equalities strands), plus a commitment to consult with parents on the effectiveness of school policy in relation to the prevention of and response to bullying. Furthermore it should include a commitment from the school to work with strategic partners in Children’s Trusts and the wider community to address all forms of bullying – both inside and outside of school.   

The Anti-bullying Alliance would also like to see a guarantee that ensures parents understand the duties of the school to protect their child from discrimination under the equality strands. This should reference the disability discrimination act, race equality policy, gender equality duty, etc. Reciprocally, parents should be required to support the efforts of the school to promote equality for all.
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